
Western Australian 2-day Branch Conference Program 
Friday 6 and Saturday 7 September 2024 

Beaumonde on the Point, East Perth 

Theme: Navigating Complexity: from love and care to risk 

Friday 6 September 2024 
0830  Registration open 

0845 – 0900  Welcome and Introduction – Dr Michael Verheggen & Associate Professor 
Davinder Hans 

0900 – 0945 How can coaching help improve executive functioning skills in patients 
with ADHD. 
Speaker:  Dr Michele Toner, OAM 

0945 – 1030 Intellectual Disability – complexity, gaps in service, what can we do? 
Speakers: Dr Lynn Jones, Dr Lisa Miller, Dr Gareth Baynam 

1030 – 1045 Morning Tea 

1045 – 1130 An update of psychopharmacology and treatment strategies in the child 
and adolescent, and youth population  
Speaker: Associate Professor Yulia Furlong 

1130 – 1400 Lunchtime river cruise – includes a buffet lunch 

1130 – 1400  Lunch – Buffet at Beaumonde on The Point 

1400 – 1445 Meaningfulness, Developmental Psychotherapy and the pursuit of 
Mental Health 
Speaker: Dr Jan Resnick 

1445 - 1545 The understanding and formulation of violence in mental health   
Speaker: Dr Liz Tate 

1545 – 1600 Afternoon tea  

1600 – 1630 Navigating Complexity from a Consumer Perspective 
Speaker: Ms Sharon Taylor, WA Branch Committee Lived Experience 
Member 

1630 – 1745 Trainee scholarly project presentations 

1800 – 2000  Welcome reception 

 Host: Dr Nadine Caunt 

 

Saturday 7 September 2024 
0830  Registration open 

0845 – 0900  Welcome and Introduction – Dr Michael Verheggen & Associate Professor 
Davinder Hans 

0900 – 0955  The Youth Mental Health Crisis: Megatrends and Solutions 
Plenary Keynote & Travelling Scholar: Professor Patrick McGorry, AO 

0955 – 1035  Identification and navigation of early management of eating disorders 
that present in comorbidity with mental health disorders. 
Speaker: Dr Lisa Miller  

1035 – 1100 Morning Tea 

1100 – 1155  Internet gaming disorder 



Speakers: Professor Wai Chen, Dr Daniela Vecchio & Dr Kavitha Seth  

1155 – 1250  The marriage of figurative expectations and reality in maintaining 
psychiatric clinical practice standards in challenging times 
Speaker: Dr Nathan Gibson  

1250 – 1400  Lunch 

1400 – 1500  Character Development in Psychotherapy  
Plenary: The annual John Penman Lecture presented by the Faculty of 
Psychotherapy.   
Speaker: Dr Simon Byrne  

1500 – 1515 Afternoon tea  

 

1800 – 2300  Annual Dinner 

 Speaker: Professor Patrick McGorry, AO 

 


